
W E  A R E  W O R K I N G  F O R  Y O U

AAC ANNUAL  
CONFERENCE 2018 



AGENDA & MINUTES

• Approve Agenda: Motion Needed 
• Approve Minutes: Motion Needed 
• Save the Date: Erika Schultz: 5 min 
• Volunteering: Mark: 5 min  
• Bylaws Vote: Kimberley: 5 min 
• Membership Dues: Kimberley: 5 min 

• Board Elections: Mark: 5 min  
• ASA Update: Kimberley: 5 min 
• Reporting Adverse Events: Mark: 5 min 
• Legislative Update (Injection Therapy): Scott: 5 min 
• Dry Needling Updates: Scott and Mark:  20 min 
• Questions



APPROVE AGENDA

Motion Needed



APPROVE MINUTES

Motion Needed
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Lonny Jarrett



WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?

1. Join the AAC! Join a Committee! Your 
association is only as strong as its 
committees. 

2. Have no time? Donate money to the AAC 
above and beyond your membership. 

3. Go meet your house representative 
or senate and volunteer for them – be 
sure to tell them you are an acupuncturist.   

4. Talk to your colleagues and pass this 
information on to someone you know who 
couldn't be here today. 



BYLAWS VOTE

1) ARTICLE THREE: MEMBERSHIP 
SECTION ONE: MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATION 

Proposed change:  Replace wording and remove word: replace 
Associate Member with Public Member.  Remove Organizational 
member from this section.  

Reason for change: to clarify its intent. We have people who 
were not Colorado Acupuncturists sign up for this and then wanted 
the benefits of a regular membership. This is so parents and or 
patients who want to support the organization have a place to land.  
See below that we created a Business / Organization membership 
that can join the association.  The fee for both the public member 
and association/business member will be voted on by the Board of 
Directors (BOD). 



BYLAWS VOTE

2) ARTICLE THREE: MEMBERSHIP 
SECTION ONE: MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATION 

Proposed change: Add membership category: Business/
Organization membership  

Reason for change: we currently don’t have a place for our 
vendors, sister organizations, schools, or other businesses who 
support us to join our association. Pulling this category out of the 
Associate member above will allow the board to give greater 
benefits to our vendors and partners with this membership. 



BYLAWS VOTE

SECTION FIVE: NATIONAL LIAISON 

Proposed change: Add National Liaison as a board position. 
   
Reason for change: This is a brand new section that will allow 

us to have a designated position to represent CO on the American 
Society of Acupuncturists (ASA). Representing the ASA has 
traditionally been a role the President took on over the past 3 
years since the inception of the ASA. The board has realized the 
burden this role has put on our President and Executive team. 
The board thinks creating a National Liaison position will help 
moderate the workload between all the board members and keep 
the membership better informed on national issues.



MEMBERSHIP DUES

PROPOSED MEMBERSHIP DUES INCREASE 
NOT PART OF BYLAWS BUT REQUIRES MEMBERSHIP VOTE 

Current Annual renewal: $150 per year   
Current Monthly renewal: $15 per month 

Proposed Annual Renewal: $175 per year 
Proposed Monthly Renewal: $17 per month 

Effective May 1st (If passed)  



ELECTIONS  

• Completed Terms:  
• Kimberley 
• Robin 
• Scott 
• Yvonne 
• Mark 
• Damiana 

We need at least 3-4 
nominations from the floor. 
• Re-elect Student elections 

nomination:  
• Cherron (graduating) - 

CSTCM 
• Chelsey - SWAC



ASA UPDATE



HOW TO REPORT ADVERSE INJURIES

You can report Dry Needling injuries to:  
the FDA and DORA 

Always send a copy of your report to the AAC and 
www.acupuncturesafety.org so that we can keep track.  

• https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/medwatch/ 
• https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora/DPO_File_Complaint 

http://www.acupuncturesafety.org
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/medwatch/
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora/DPO_File_Complaint


HOW TO REPORT ADVERSE INJURIES

• https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/medwatch/

https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/medwatch/


HOW TO REPORT ADVERSE INJURIES

• https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora/DPO_File_Complaint 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora/DPO_File_Complaint


LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

• Injection Therapy Update 
• Scott Richardson 



DRY NEEDLING UPDATE

HOUSE BILL 18-1155 
PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT 
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb18-1155 

http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb18-1155


DRY NEEDLING UPDATE

HOUSE BILL 18-1155 
PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT 

• During the sunrise and sunset reviews dry needling was not 
mentioned 

• With only 24 hours notice amendments passed the House Health 
and Human Services Committee adding Dry Needling into the 
practice act for Physical Therapy 

• The added language, if not removed, will end our lawsuit in the 
court of appeals on behalf of public safety regarding the minimum 
standards for the practice of acupuncture in Colorado



DRY NEEDLING UPDATE

HOUSE BILL 18-1155 
PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT 

• Currently the bill is scheduled for the Senate 
Appropriations committee next week April 24th 

• Here is how the bill currently has been amended with 
our the help of our lobbying efforts...



DRY NEEDLING UPDATE

HOUSE BILL 18-1155 
PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT 

• (b) the PT Regulatory board shall 
update the requirements - timeline 
not directly stated for the update 

• (b) prior to promulgating the initial 
update... the board shall seek input 
from CMB and from the director - 
does not require they adopt input nor 
does it specify which director 

• Overall, rule 211 continues to remain 
in effect allowing a PT to take a 
weekend course and on the following 
Monday insert acupuncture needles 
into patients up to 5 inches in depth



DRY NEEDLING UPDATE

HOUSE BILL 18-1155 
PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT 

• (SECTION 16) Allows volunteers to 
collect signatures to add a referendum 
that would be voted on in the general 
election in November 

• We would have 90 days to collect 
signatures from the end of this 
legislative session - probably around 
May 

• If we were able to collect the 98,497 
signatures from Colorado registered 
voters, then we would need to focus on 
campaigns to educate the public 
regarding acupuncture safety - since 
the petition would then become a law 
requiring approval by the people at 
the general election



DRY NEEDLING UPDATE

HOUSE BILL 18-1155 
PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT 

• Currently we need to focus on the 
“dry needling is not acupuncture” 
terminology as the bill continues 
through the senate 

• We can continue to focus on our 
lobbying efforts in the senate to 
continue the public safety message 
along with minimum standards: 
“Same procedure, same medical 
device, same risks, same training...” 

• Also, we can create a PR campaign to 
help teach the Colorado Medical 
Board and the “director” regarding the 
public safety issues at hand



QUESTIONS?



WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?

1. Join the AAC! Join a Committee! Your 
association is only as strong as its 
committees. 

2. Have no time? Donate money to the AAC 
above and beyond your membership. 

3. Go meet your house representative 
or senate and volunteer for them – be 
sure to tell them you are an acupuncturist.   

4. Talk to your colleagues and pass this 
information on to someone you know who 
couldn't be here today. 
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